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Political Parties Must Take the Lead in Ensuring Fully Democratic Elections

High Level Seminar on Combating Proxy and Family Voting

03 February, 2009 - As the country approaches the new electoral cycle, the presidential and local elections due on 22 March
2009, UNDP and the State Election Commission (SEC) have intensified the efforts toward creating environment which will
allow for democratic elections in accordance to the highest of the European standards to take place. The phenomenon which
most often contributes to the negative assessments and is considered one of the most serious electoral violations is the
practice of family and proxy voting.

Being faced directly with this challenge UNDP and SEC, in the frames of the joint project “One Voter — One Ballot: Addressing
Proxy and Family Voting” have organized the High Level Seminar treating the topic of the “Interaction of Central and Local
Governments and other Stakeholders in Combating Proxy and Family Voting”. Besides serving as a central point where the
representatives of the relevant national institutions exchanged views with high representatives of the international
community residing in the country, this Seminar also hosted one of the UNDP key figures for the region of Europe. Namely, in
the frames of her official visit to the country, Ms. Cihan Sultanoglu, Deputy Director of UNDP-RBEC (Regional Bureau for
Europe and CIS Countries, based in New York) used the opportunity to address this important gathering and share key
messages.

Mes. Sultanoglu pointed out that democracy’s core goal is to allow each and all citizens to individually participate in public
decision-making processes on issues that affect their lives, also adding that: “One of the most important moments at which
citizens sanction the conduct of public affairs is through genuine free and fair elections. Indeed,” she said, “the practice of
democracy has shown that implementation of this principle requires the respect of individual choice and voice through the strict
guarantee and protection of the right to a free and secret vote. Therefore, the principle of ‘one ballot, one person’ through the
exercise of a secret vote, without undue pressure of political parties, friends or even close family members is a pinpoint of every
democracy. In recognition of this important fact UNDP has in recent years been heavily engaged in supporting national efforts to
strengthen young democracies”.

UNDP high representative also underlined the significance these elections have for the future of the country by saying: “The
forthcoming elections will indeed be a litmus-test to the effectiveness of our efforts. To succeed, all the key stakeholders in the
electoral process, many of which are present today with us in this room, must endeavor to improve the record in eliminating proxy
and family voting. A robust and concerted action will be required during the next two months from all stakeholders. Key among
these actions is the determined and bold leadership of political parties in ensuring that their agents respect proxy and family vote”.

The High Level Seminar have provided the Members of Parliament, representatives of relevant Ministries, local self-
government, political parties, civil society, as well as diplomatic community with the opportunity to share their views and
provide suggestions on concrete ways of eliminating proxy and family voting, thus contributing to enhancing the democratic
character of the elections, while at the same time promoting women'’s electoral rights.

The Opening and the First Session of the Seminar was chaired by UN Resident Coordinator and UNDP Resident
Representative, Ms. Maria Luisa Silva Mejias. Besides Ms. Cihan Sultanoglu, Deputy Director of UNDP-RBEC, key welcoming
notes were delivered by Mr. Aleksandar Novakoski, Head of the State Election Commission, Mr. Mihajlo Manevski, Minister of
Justice, Mr. Carl Schiotz Wibye, Ambassador of Norway, after which interventions by Ambassador Jose Luis Ferrero, Head of
the OSCE Spillover Monitor Mission to Skopje and EU Ambassador Erwan Fouéré, followed. Both sessions provided basis for
fruitful discussions and gave the participants the opportunity to express their views and present their suggestions in the
context of the High Level Seminar’s subject.
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Notes to editors:

UNDP is the UN’s global development network, advocating for change and connecting countries to knowledge, experience and
resources to help people build a better life. We are on the ground in 166 countries, working with them on their own solutions to
global and national development challenges. As they develop local capacity, they draw on the people of UNDP and our wide range
of partners.

8-ma Udarna Brigada 2, 1000 Skopje P.O.Box 305 Tel: (389 2) 3249500 Fax: (389 2) 3249505 www.undp.org.mk



MonuTnukuTe NapTUN Mopa Aa Nnpesemart BOACTBO Bo 06e36eayBarbe
LLeIOCHO AAeMOKpaTCcKu nsbéopu

CeMuHap €O BUCOKMN ApKaBHU 1 AUNJIOMATCKM NpeTCTaBHULM Ha Tema:
CnpaByBatbe CO CEMejHOTO rnacake 1 rnacalbeTo Bo MMe Ha Apyr

03 ¢peBpyapu 2009 - Co NpnbAMKYBaHETO KOH HOBUOT M360PEH LMKIYC BO 3emjaBa, NpeTceaaTenckute N noKanHuTe
n36opu 3akaxaHu 3a 22 mapT 2009, YHAMN v JpxasHata n3bopHa komucuja (ANK) rm nHTEH3MBMpPaa aKTUBHOCTUTE 3a
co3flaBabe NpeyciioBU KoM Ke OBO3MO»KaT Ofp»KyBare Ha IEMOKPATKM M360pu BO COrNMacHOCT CO BUCOKMTe EBponckm
ctaHpapan. ®eHOMEH KOj HajuecTo NMpuaoHecyBa 3a HEraTMBHUTE OLEHKU U Ce CMeTa Kako efiHa Of Hajcepuno3HuTe
1360pHN HeperynapHOCTY e NpaKTUKaTa Ha CeMejHOTO rflacame 1 rfacalheTo BO MMe Ha ApYyr.

CoouyBajkun ce AnpeKTHO co 0BOj npeam3suk, YHAMN n UK Bo pamknte Ha 3aeAHNYKMOT NpPoeKT ,EfeH rnacay - egeH
rnac: CnpaByBatbe CO CEMejHOTO rnacarbe 1 rnacakheto BO MMe Ha Apyr”’ opraHusvpaa cemmHap CO y4yeCTBO Ha BUCOKM
APXaBHU 1 AWMAIOMATCKN NPeTCTaBHMUM Ha TeMa ,MHTepaKumja nomMery LueHTpasHaTa 1 JIoKanHuTe BRacTu 1 apyrute
3acerHatu cTpaHu Bo 6opbata MPOTMB CEMEJHOTO rfacarbe U rnacakbeTo BO MMe Ha apyr”. Ha oBoj CemuHap
npucyTByBalle 1 eaHa of KnyuyHuTe ¢urypn Bo YH/AI 3apgomkeHa 3a eBPOMCKMOT PernoH. MIMeHo, BO paMKuTe Ha
oduumjanHaTa noceta Ha 3emjata, r-a Linxan CyntaHorny, 3ameHunK ampekTop Ha PernoHanHoTo 6upo 3a EBpona un
3aefHuUUaTa Ha HeE3aBUCHU ApXaBK, co ceaguTe BO Hyjopk, ja MCKOPUCTM NpunvKkaTa ga ce obpaTi Ha OBOj 3HauaeH
HacCTaH 1 Ja NpeHece HeKONKY Ky4YHW NOpaKu.

-a CynTaHOrNy NOCoOUM fieKa CYLITMHCKA Lefl Ha ejHa IeMOKpaTuhja € ja OBO3MOXMW CeKOj rparaHuH UHAUBUAYANHO Aa
y4yecTByBa BO MpoLiecuTe Ha ofyydyBatbe 3a jaBHM Mpallarba KoM ro 3aceraat HEroBUOT XMBOT, A0AaBajKun aeka: ,EoeH
00 HajeaxHuUMe MOMeHMU NPU KOU 2pAaaHume ja CaHKYUOHUpaam pabomama Ha noaumuyapume € npexy 8UCMUHCKU
cn10600HU U hep u3bopu. HasucmuHa,” peye Taa, ,0eMOKPamMcKama NPakmuka NOKaxa 0eka umniemMeHmayujama Ha o8oj
NpuHYyun nodpazbupa noyumysarse Ha UHOUBUOYAIHUOM U3060p U 271aC npeKy CMPUKMHO 2apaHmMuparbe U 3awmuma Ha
npagomo Ha c0600HO U MAjHO 2aacaree. 3amod, NPUHYUNOM ‘efeH 2nacady, edeH 2nac’ npeky npakmuyuparse Ha
majHocma Ha anacaremo, 6e3 ekcuecuseH NPUMUCOK 00 CMPAaHa HA NOAUMUYKUMe napmuu, npujamenu, na oypu u
Y/leHo8U HA CemMejcmeomo, e OCHO8A Ha Oemokpamujama. lpeno3Hasajku 2o 3Havderemo Ha 08oj ¢akm, YHAIM so
usMUHamume 200UHU Gewle CYWMUHCKU aHeaXUPAH 80 NOOOPXy8arbe HA HAUUOHAJIHUME HANopu 34 3ajakHys8arbe Ha
maaoume demokpamuu’”,

Bucokata npetctaBHMuKa Ha YHZM ncTo Taka NMOCOYM Ha Ba)KHOCTAa Ha OBME M360pM 3a MOHMHATA Ha 3eMjaTa,
HarnacyBajku: ,llpemcmojHume u3bopu HaBUCMUHA Ke hpemcmasysaam JIakMyc-mecm 3a eheKkmusHoCcma Ha Hawume
Hanopu. 3a 0a ce nocmuzHe ycnex, cume penesaHmMHU CMpaHu 80 UCBOPHUOM npouec, 00 KOU MHOYMUHA OeHec ce
NpucymHu, Mopa 0a 8/10Xam Hanopu 3a no0obpysare Ha cocmojéume 80 0OHOC HA CeMejHOMO U 2/Iacaremo 80 UMe Ha
opye. llompebHa e yspcma u KOHKpemHa dkyuja 80 mexkom Ha udHume 084 Meceuu, U mod 00 CMPdAHd HA cume
UHBONIBUPAHU CMPaHU. KIyyHa akmusHOCM cenak e 00JTly4HOMO U Yspcmo udepcmso HA NoIUMuYKume napmuu 8o
3ano0x6ume HUBHUMe NOIUMUYKU NPUBP3AHUYU 0d 20 no4umyseaam uHousudyaIHOmMo npaeso Ha 21ac”,

OBoj CemmHap MM 0BO3MOXW Ha COOpaHUCKUTE MpaTeHWLUM, MPETCTaBHUUMTE Ha peneBaHTHUTe MUHWMCTEPCTBa,
NoKanHaTa camoynpaea, MNOAUTUYKUTE MAPTUK, FParaHCKOTO OMLUTECTBO, Kako M Ha AWNAOMaTCKaTa 3aefHuua ga ru
cnopenat HABHWUTE rNeauLuTa U Aa AaaaT Npeasio3n 3a KOHKPETHU HauMHU 3a TOoa Kako Ja ce eNMMMHMpPA rnacakbeTo BO
UMe Ha Opyr U CemejHOTO rfacarbe, CO Toa NPUAOHECYBAjKM KOH 3rofieMyBake Ha [1eMOKPATCKMOT KapakTep Ha
n3bopunTe, BOEAHO NPOMOBUPAjKM 1 U XKEHCKMTE FNacaykn npa.a.

+ o+ o+

Undpopmauum 3a ypeagHuumre:

YHAN e rnobanHa mpexa 3a pa3eoj Ha ObegnHeTTe Haumm, Koja ce 3anara 3a NPOMEHU 1 NMOBP3yBake HA 3HaeHaTa, NCKYyCTBaTa U1
KanauuTeTuTe Ha 3emjuTe, CO Len [a UM Ce NOMOrHe Ha JlyfeTo BO rpagereto nogobap xmeoT. [lporpamara 3a pa3soj Ha OOH e
npuUcyTHa Bo 166 3emju, 1 PaboTN CO HMB Ha W3Haofarbe aBTEHTUUHM pelleHuja BO OAHOC Ha MpeAausBUUMTe Ha r106anHNOT U
HaUMOHANHNOT Pa3Boj. Bo akTMBHOCTUTE 3a Pa3BOj Ha IOKANIHUTE KanauuTeTu, CeKOja 3eMja MMa MOXKHOCT [ia FO KOPUCTN 3HaeHheTo 1
noteHuumjanoT Ha YHAI v Ha HaWMOT WKUPOK KPyr NapTHepK.
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Patite politike patjeter duhet té marruin udhéheqjen né sigurimin e zgjedhjeve
plotésisht demokratike

Sminar i nivelit té larté pér luftimin e votimit familjar dhe votimit né emér té dikujt tjetér

3 Shkurt, 2009 - Sic po afrohet cikli i ri i zgjedhjeve né shtet, ato presidenciale dhe lokale té caktuara pér 22 Mars 2009,
UNDP dhe Komisioni Shtetéror Zgjedhor (KShZ) i kané intensifikuar pérpjekjet drejt krijimit té njé ambienti i cili do té
mundéson zgjedhje demokratike né pajtueshméri me standardet mé té larta Evropjane. Fenomeni gé mé sé shpeshti
kontribuon né vlerésimet negative dhe konsiderohet si njé nga shkeljet mé serioze zgjedhore éshté praktika e votimit
famljar dhe votimit né emér té dikujt tjetér.

Duke gené té ballafaquar né ményré té drejtpérdrejté me kété sfidé, UNDP dhe KShZ, né kuadér té projektit té
pérbashkét ‘Njé Votues — Njé Voté: Adresimi i votimit familjar dhe votimit né emér té dikujt tjetér’ organizoi seminar té
nivelit té larté me temé: ' Inetraksioni i geversisé gendrore dhe lokale si dhe paléve tjera té involvuara né luftimin e
votimit familjar dhe votimit né emér té dikujt tjetér'. Né kété seminar gjithashtu ishte prezente edhe njé nga figurat
kryesore t& UNDP pér regjionin e Evropés. Pérkatésisht, né kuadér té vizités sé saj zyrtare né shtet, Z-nja. Cihan
Sultanoglu, Zévendés Drejtore e UNDP - RBEC (Byroja Regjionale pér Evropé dhe CIS shtetet, e bazuar né Nju Jork) ajo e
shfrytézoi rastin qé ti drejtohet kétij takimi té réndésishém dhe té ndan mesazhe kyce.

Z-nja. Sultanoglu theksoi se géllimi thelbésor i demokracisé éshté qé t'u lejojé té gjithé qytetaréve dhe secilit prej tyre
qé individualisht té€ marrin pjesé né procesin e vendim-marrjes pér ¢éshtjet té cilat ndikojné né jetén e tyre, gjithashtu
duke shtuar: ‘Njé nga momentet mé té réndésishme né té cilin qytetarét e sanksionojné kryerjen e ¢éshtjeve publike éshté
pérmés zgjedhjeve té lira dhe fer. Pérkatésisht,” tha ajo ‘praktika e demokracisé ka treguar se implementimi i kétij parimi
kérkon respektimin e zgjedhjes individuale dhe ngritjes sé zérit pérmes garantimit dhe mbrojtjes strikte té sé drejtés sé votés sé
lire dhe té fshéhté. Késhtugé, parimi ‘njé voté - njé person’ pérmes aplikimit té votés sé fshéhté, pa presione nga partité
politike, miqgté si dhe familjarét éshté pika kryesore e cdo demokracie. Né pranimin e kétij fakti, UNDP né vitet e fundit ka gené
mijaft i kycur né pérkrahjen e pérpjekjeve kombétare pér pérforcimin e demokracive té reja.”

Kjo pérfagésuese e larté e UNDP gjithashtu nénvizoi réndésiné gé kéto zgjedhje kané pér té ardhmen e shtetit, duke
théné: ' Zgjedhjet e ardhéshme do té jené test provues pér efektivitetin e pérpjekjeve tona. Pér té pasur sukses, té gjitha palét e
involvuara né procesin zgjedhor, shumica e té ciléve jané prezent sot kétu me ne né kété dhomé, duhet té€ mundohen pér té
pérmirésuar dosjen né eliminimin e votimit familjar dhe votimit né emér té dikujt tjetér. Njé aksion i forté dhe i koncentruar do
té jeté i nevojshém gjaté dy muajve té ardhéshém nga té gjitha palét. Kyce né kété akcion do té jeté njé udhéhegje e vendosur
dhe e guximshme nga partité politike né sigurimin gé anétarét e tyre té pengojné votimin familjar dhe né emér té dikujt tjetér.’

Seminari i nivelit té larté ka mundésuar anétarét e Parlamentit, pérfagésusesit e ministrive relevante, vetqeverisjes
lokale, partive politike, shogérisé gytetare, si dhe komunitetit diplomatik té€ ndajné mendimet e tyre dhe té japin
sygjerime pér ményrat konkrete pér eliminimin e votimit familjar dhe votimit né emér té dikujt tjetér, késhtu duke
kontribuar pér pérforcimin e karakterit demokratik té zgjedhjeve dhe duke promovuar né té njejtén kohé té dretat
zgjedhore té grave.

Shénime pér redaktorét:

UNDP é&shté rrjet global i KB i cili pérkrahé ndryshimet dhe afrimin e shteteve me diturité, pérvojat dhe burimet té cilat ndihmojné
popujt né ndértimin e jetés mé té miré. Ne jemi prezent né 166 shtete, gjithnjé duke punuar bashké me kéto shtete pér té gjetur
zgjedhjet e tyre né sfidat zhvillimore né aspekt global dhe vendor. Gjaté ndértimit té kapaciteteve té tyre vendore ata shfrytézojné
kapacitetet e UNDP si dhe té njé spektri té gjere té partneréve tané.
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